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[ p r o j e c t  f i l e  –  b e l g i u m ]

Ostend, Belgium
Dietmar Feichtinger Architectes

Ostend Station

This enormous scheme conceals its complexity under 

an outward appearance of simplicity. It is a transport 

interchange involving cars, buses, trains, trams, 

pedestrians and bicycles. It covers 22,000 sqm 

above grade and integrates a historical train station, 

a huge public plaza, and parking for 21,000 vehicles. 

By any definition, this was a logistical, masterplanning 

conundrum. It even involves the adjacent harbour port. 

The resulting structure is a light-filled, mostly roof, 

solution. It offers a vast plaza covered in coloured 

polycarbonate, creating a shaded, nature-toned area for 

the masses to move about or linger in. It rationalises 

train arrivals and departures, with all the related 

activity that causes, but also fits in a bus depot, taxi 

zones, trams and, not least, bicycles. In Europe, public 

surface transport is dominant, highly evolved, and 

environmentally efficient. People travel by trains before 

planes, if they can, and always have. You only have 

to examine the design of rail facilities compared with 

airports to see that the Continent favours the former, 

for good reason. And as private cars gradually become 

obsolete, stations such as Ostend’s will become only 

more vital. Dietmar Feichtinger has provided a positive 

entry to the category. 

The visible structure is presented as more of a canopy 

than a solid building. You stroll underneath it, then 

descend through various apertures down into the guts 

of the matter. The material is steel and glass, the scale 

grand, and the contrast with the historic Ostend station 

building beside it stark. As with many urban stations in 

old cities, the areas around this one had become an 

agglomeration of various ‘solutions’ to practical needs 

over decades. This project wipes the slate clean with a 

comprehensive approach that ought to suffice for a 

long time. 

There may be no brief more challenging than a large 

urban transportation facility. That the result here 

appears logical and immediately understandable to 

users is evidence of its success. The huge roof that 

provides the principal image – and component – of the 

station is attractive and practical. The green-tinted 

light pouring through the polycarbonate panels seems 

to cast a mood of cheer on users, as if they were 

moving through a conceptual forest. On sunny days 

this ‘lid’ filters hot light; on cloudy ones, it improves it.  
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The overarching canopy also allows for flexible formal actions below 

it, including future modifications, added pavilions, and changes to 

smaller elements. The five-metre grid is designed to provide maximum 

leeway for that to happen. At the end of the plan is the mesh-wrapped 

car parking building, with tram station connected. 

There is a lot of steel here, and Feichtinger celebrates it. The coloured 

roof helps a lot to ‘soften’ the decidedly tech-bent aesthetic. It was 

wise to keep to few materials, and the juxtaposition with the original 

stone edifice is potent. Where they meet, at the front end of the train 

tracks, where marina, plaza and trams join up, is the best part of the 

new scheme – a complement to the open fore-space already there. 

This programme might have defeated plenty of architects, or provoked 

heavier responses. DFA has solved a very difficult puzzle. 




